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blood, spirit, culture, inseparably united, is part of Herder's ro-
mantic legacy. It has dominated German thought throughout
the nineteenth century; it is the foundation of Adolf Hitler's
ideology.

But the social approach was also attempted by less adventur-
ous minds than Herder's. Voltaire, a genuine, and at times a
profound historian, believed, as a good prophet of the Enlight-
enment, in the unity of mankind and the universal validity of
reason. But he was also struck, far more than his predecessors,
by the extreme differences between various ages and various na-
tions. These differences he ascribed, not to irremediable antino-
mies, but to traditions, customs, manners. Human progress con-
sists in seeking unity in spite of these historical hindrances. But
the realistic reformer must know the obstacles he has to over-
come. He is a relativist 5 civilization is not a miracle, but an
achievement 3 genius, powerless in isolation, would not even
have the chance of manifesting itself in an age of barbarous
darkness. The connection between literature and the other forms
of human activities is thus clearly established.1

From Voltaire's position to Madame de Stael, there is but
an easy step. In the Introduction to her Literature Considered
in Its Relations with Social Institutions, she writes: aMy pur-
pose has been to examine the influence of religion, manners and
legislation upon Literature, and the influence of literature upon
religion, manners and legislation. . . . Hitherto, the moral and
political causes which modify the spirit of a literature have
never been sufficiently analyzed." No modern apostle of the
sociological method could be more explicit. And, in her book on
Germany y she gave a definite application of her principles to a
great cultural group. She was among the first to discover that
the Germans were Germans, and not simply benighted human
beings who, through sheer perversity, refused to speak French.

1 Such was the lesson of his great universal history, the Essay on the
ners and Spirit of Nations. The political enquiry of Montesquieu, In his
Spirit of Laws, was guided by a similar thought.